




Schedule of Services for the 
Nativity of Our Lord

Christmas Eve
Tuesday, December 24th
Day of Strict Fast - No Meat or Dairy Products
9:00AM Royal Hours   
9:30PM Caroling 
10:00PM Vespers w/ Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 
*Confessions available 9:00pm - 9:45pm

Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 25th
9:00AM Matins
10:00AM      Divine Liturgy 

Thursday, December 26th
Feast of the Synaxis of the Theotokos
7:00PM     Divine Liturgy

Friday, December 27th
Feast of Stephen - Protomartyr
7:00PM     Divine Liturgy

Annual Blessing of Lake Michigan 
at Whiting Lakefront Park

Saturday, January 11th
10:00AM

Christ has come to renew 
all of creation!  

Witness this yourself as the waters 
of Lake Michigan become the 

waters of the Jordan River!

See sign-up sheet in the narthex for this event.  More information to follow.



Congratulations
2024 Raffle Winners

$5,000
Frank & Fran

Modelski

$3,000
Georgia Peceniak

$2,000
Rick Adamowski

$1,000
*Nancy’s Pizza - John Paris

$750 - Madeleine Super
$500 - Daniel Snaidauf
$250 - Mary Ellen Haber
$250 - Ben Hughes
$250 - Jim Forkal

$200 - Marianne Horvath
$200 - Dennis Mrowca
$200 - Madeleine Super
$200 - Georgia Smee
$200 - Bill Gulas

Early Bird Winners!
$250 - Gary & Sharon Dorencz / Jack Pawchak  

$150 - Barbara Senko / Stefanie Baran
$100 - Nicki Anderson / Katie Harnsberger

Sharing a special, family meal, different from all 
other times of the year, has always been an 
important part of our Christmas celebration.  
Today many families look back on and cherish 
childhood memories of the “Holy Supper.”  The 
various foods and customs surrounding this meal 
differed from village to village, indeed from family 
to family, and thus became part of each family’s 
heritage.  Yet this custom of taking time to gather 
together in joy as a family and to share a special 

meal is not only something for fond memories but a vital way of reaffirming today God’s love for 
the world, a vital way of reaffirming the importance of the family where we learn to love and be 
loved.  Beginning our Christmas celebration with “Holy Supper” is just as meaningful today as it 
was years ago; perhaps it is needed even more now than ever before.
Holy Supper usually begins at twilight when the ‘first star’ appears.  The table is covered with a 
white tablecloth in memory of the swaddling clothes of Christ.  Hay or stray is strewn on the 
table to remind us of the poverty of the cave Jesus was born in.  A large loaf of bread is the 
centerpiece of the table symbolizing Christ the Bread of Life.  A candle in the center of this 
bread recalls the Star of Bethlehem, which led men to worship the true Light of the World.  This 
bread, along with garlic and honey, is shared by all present.  Holy Supper begins with prayer in 
Thanksgiving for all the blessing of the past year and prayer for all good things in the coming 
year.
Since St. Philip’s Fast culminates with a day of strict fasting on Christmas Eve, the Holy Supper 
dishes contain no meat and (usually) no dairy products.  The meal consists of seven, nine, or 
even twelve courses, representing Christ’s twelve Apostles.  A wide variety of food may 
be prepared, depending on the region or village, including:
Bobal’ki with Sauerkraut or Poppy Seeds and Honey; Pierogi filled with potatoes, prunes 
or sauerkraut/mushrooms and onions; Pea or Lima Bean Soup; Stewed and Fresh Fruit; 
Sauces of Dried Plums or Pears; Lentils; Nuts; Mushroom Soup; Mashed Potatoes; 
Meatless Stuffed Cabbage; Fish or Herring.
There are many references on the web, you can Google Traditional Holy Supper to find many  
of these recipes. This is a good reference - http://www.wirnowski.com/Carp/Nat_Recipes1.html

The Tradition of Holy Supper on 
Christmas Eve


