




      Join other men from our parish 
      as we take a 90-day journey
   through the Book of Exodus, 
diving deeper into understanding 
the similarities we share with the 
ancient Israelites and finding our 
path to freedom from our own  
  ‘Modern Pharaohs’ holding us 
   back from true unity with God.

  We will focus on three core pillars:  
 prayer, asceticism, and fraternity - 
a model witnessed to us centures 
ago by the desert fathers in the 
early Church.

To learn more about this fraternity of men, 
speak with Jim Brown at 815-919-4453 or

Mark Porfirio at 815-981-1670.

The Three Holy Hierarchs 
JANUARY 30TH

Saints Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian and John Chrysostom
Each has his personal feast day in the month of January; 
Basil on the 1st, Gregory on the 25th and Chrysostom on 
the 27th.  The common feast we celebrate today was 
instituted in the 11th century, in the time of the Emperor 
Alexius Comnenus.  At one time there was a quarrel among 
the people about who was the greatest of the three.  Some 
gave Basil the pre-eminence for his purity and courage; 
others Gregory for the unfathomable depth and height of 
his theological mind; others still Chrysostom for the 
wonderful beauty of his speech and the clarity of his 
presentation of the Faith.  So the first were called Basilians, 
the second Gregorians and the third Johannites.  But, by 
the providence of God, this dispute was resolved to the 
benefit of the Church and the yet greater glory of the three 
saints.  The Bishop of Euchaita, John (June 14th), had a 
vision in his sleep, in which each of these saints appeared 

to him in a great glory and indescribable beauty, and then all three together.  They then said 
to him: ‘We are one in God, as you see, and there is no dispute among us…neither is there 
among us a first or a second.’  The saints also advised Bishop John to compile a common 
feast for them and to set aside for them a day of common commemoration.  The quarrel was 
settled as indicated by the wonderful vision; January 30th being set aside for the common 
commemoration of the three hierarchs.  The Greeks regard this feast not only as a church 
festival but as their greatest national and scholastic holiday.

SAVE THE DATE

A Mary’s Helpers 
Valentine Luncheon

Tuesday, February 11th
NOON

 Create your own 
”Heartfelt Message” at our next 

   Pastel Art & Wine Night

    Wed. Feb 12th
  Rubi Agave

SAVE THE DATE
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Fr. Tom



Preparation for the Great Fast
The Church seldom starts us on a path without providing some preliminary orientation 
and preparation; and the Great Fast is no exception.  The four weeks leading up to 
the Fast remind us of our need for a “Lenten springtime,” and of the spiritual pitfalls 
that can divert us from our goal of communion with God.
Sunday of Zacchaeus - On this Sunday, we hear of the tax-collector, Zacchaeus, his 
ardent desire to see Jesus, and how this desire was fulfilled beyond his expectation. 
(Feb 2)
Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee - We are reminded of the dangers of 
hypocrisy and the need for thru humility in order to come close to God. (Feb 9)
Sunday of the Prodigal Son - We are shown a story of repentance and acceptance.  
The Prodigal Son is an image of each of us, as we “remember ourselves” and resolve 
to break with our sins, return from exile, and start a new life. (Feb 16)
Sunday of the Last Judgement - At the Divine Liturgy, we hear the Gospel account 
of the second coming of the Lord in glory, and of the final judgement.  To begin the 
preparation for the rigors of the Fast, the Church’s traditional fasting rules call on the 
faithful to fast from flesh-meats for the final week before the Fast.  That is why this 
day is also called Meatfare Sunday. (Feb 23)
Finally, on Cheesefare Sunday, we have come ot the very brink of the fast.  At the 
Divine Liturgy, our Lord’s words in the Gospel speak of forgiveness: “If you forgive 
men their trespasses, then your heavenly Father will forgive you.”  For this reason, 
this day is also called Forgiveness Sunday.  The service of Vespers on this day is 
especially solemn, and also followed by a ceremony of mutual forgiveness between 
priest and people. (Mar 2)

Family Catechesis
Sunday, February 16th

Noon - 1:30pm


