




The Presentation of the Lord is celebrated on 
February 2nd by both Catholics and Orthodox.  In the 
East it is called the Meeting of the Lord because of 
Jesus’ coming to meet his people Israel in the 
persons of Anna and Simeon.  It celebrates the end 
of the time required by the Law for Mary’s purification 
and Jesus’ presentation into the temple, so it comes 
40 days after Christmas.  In the Old Testament, God 
demands, “Consecrate to me all the first-born; 
whatever is the first to open the womb among the 
people of Israel…is mine” (Exodus 13:2). 

The Meeting of Our Lord 
with Simeon and Anna

Joseph and Mary, in their obedience to the Law, come to present Jesus to the temple despite 
the fact that the birth and conception were sinless.  We see in this action great obedience.
We see in the icon Mary, Joseph, Jesus, Anna, and Simeon at the temple.  The architectural 
structures in the background show that this takes place inside.  Joseph, on the far right holds 
two doves, which will be the sacrifice that will redeem Jesus.  This also shows Mary and 
Joseph’s poverty and the background that Jesus chose to grow up in.  Joseph holds the two 
turtledoves in his hands, showing that he had overcome his previous doubts and had 
reconciled with his beloved, recognizing Jesus to the Son of God.
Next to Joseph stands Anna with a scroll, symbolizing her prophetic office.  The scroll is 
unfurled and reads, “This child holds heaven and earth.”  Her other hand points to the Christ 
child.  Anna alone of all the people gathered here is looking toward us, the viewers, so this 
message is for us to take and ponder.  The Mother of God stands next to Anna, her arm 
outstretched in a gesture of offering Jesus as well as supplication.
Jesus is shown as a “little man,” which symbolizes his divinity.  He acts as God, blessing all 
those present. Simeon holds Jesus with the hems of his garment, showing his veneration.  
Joseph, on the other side of the icon, does the same and we see the connection between the 
two turtledoves to be sacrificed and Jesus.  In the Eastern Tradition, Simeon was at this time 
over 200 years old and was one of the seventy translators of the Septuagint (the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament).  He questioned the translation “a virgin shall conceive” in 
Isaiah and now asks God that he “depart in peace.”
We see in this icon the passing from the Old Testament to the New with the Incarnation of 
Jesus.  The temple of the Old Covenant becomes the Church of the New Covenant.  In this 
context, it is no wonder that Jesus seems to have been handed over the altar to Simeon, to 
whom the true Bread of Life and not the manna from the desert is given.  We do not see in this 
icon that Jesus needed to come to be presented but to usher in the New Covenant and the 
true and perfect worship of God.  He came not be purified but to purify those present - Simeon, 
Joseph, Anna, and us.

A BIG thank you for everyone who 
helped with the Blessing Bag project! 
With all of your donations, we were able to 
make over 150 bags that will be passed out 

this month to the homeless and those in 
need in the Chicagoland area.

A GCU sponsored event!



Family Catechesis
Sunday, February 16th

Noon - 1:30pm

A Mary’s Helpers 
Valentine Luncheon

Tuesday, Feb 11th
 NOON

Join us for an afternoon of food, 
    fellowship and fun.  We will meet
       in the Narthex/Agape Room for 
      lunch and will enjoy the afternoon 
      together working on a special 
           craft project.

See Georgia for more information


