




A reflection on the Life of St John the Baptist by Fr. Nicholas Alford
While we celebrate the lives of most of the saints on the day of their deaths, or rather 
on the day that they entered into the life to come, we only celebrate three birthdays 
in the church calendar: the birth of Our Lord, of His blessed Mother, and of St. John 
the Baptist.  Celebrating the gift of life, the goodness of life, indeed the sanctity of 
life, the Church also celebrates the conceptions of Our Lord and His Mother.
St John the Baptist’s life reminds us of the many wondrous ways that God works to 
prepare His people and bring about our salvation, our return to Him, there are also 
some very important lessons which we need to draw from John’s life.  John was sent 
to prepare that way for people to return to God.  This is also the vocation of every 
Christian; even as we work towards our own salvation, we must help to show others 
the way.  We must work to make the way clear amidst life’s confusions and provide 
loving assistance along the way.  Then John also reminds us all of the tremendous 
importance of repentance.  We cannot be reconciled with God, have communion 
with God, or expect salvation without a profound, continual change of heart and 
mind.  Every day we need to turn from sin and death, from self-centeredness, from 
placing ourselves first.  We need to see ourselves as we are and be truly sorry, 
desiring to make things right.  Then we may return to God, acknowledging our need 
for Him, trusting in Him, following Him.  And finally, we should work to echo John as 
he said of Jesus, “he must increase but I must decrease.”  Always - always we must 
work to set ourselves aside and place God first - to know His will, to walk in His 
ways, to give Him the glory, to serve Him in all we do.  St. John the Baptist still works 
today to prepare the way for the Lord - every time we remember his words, 
remember his life, remember his example, and strive to follow.  Holy John the 

   Tuesday, June 24th
  Feast of St. John the Baptist

7:00PM Divine Liturgy
Following Liturgy we will have a family bonfire and 
craft while we wait to watch the dance of the St. John Bugs!

Dance of the St. John Bugs!
Celebrating the Nativity of St. John the Baptist



Registration is available at parma.org/family-camp

Join us for a prayerfully fun week of activities for all ages.  Meet 
Byzantine Families from around the country while also learning 

about the riches of our Liturgical Life.  This camp is a very affordable 
option for families of all ages and sizes.

We hope to see you there!

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JULY 10TH

We are looking for volunteers 
who can help welcome attendees 
at the Byzantine Assembly in 
Whiting.  Details of specific jobs 
will be forth coming.  If you have 
some time during the Assembly 
dates and would like to volunteer, 
please leave your name, phone 
number and email in the address 
and we will contact you with more 
details.

We will also need some 
volunteers on Friday, July 19th at 
Annunciation to welcome a group 

of attendees to our parish.

Volunteer Opportunities

Deepen Your Faith
5th Annual Byzantine Young Adults Retreat
Thurs, July 31th - Sun, Aug 3rd

                     St Mary’s Byzantine Church 
                                  Marblehead, OH

Open to young adults between 18-35 years of age.  
Brochures are available in the office.  Transportation will 
be provided by the parish bus and registration fee will be 
covered for parishioners.   byzantineyoungadults.com


