




According to Eastern Tradition, the Theotokos 
died as all people die: not voluntarily, but by 
necessity of her mortal human nature.  At the 
time of her death, the Lord miraculously 
transported the Apostles, who were preaching 
throughout the world, to her side.  Other 
bishops and women from the Church in 
Jerusalem joined them.  The sole exception 
was Thomas, who was preaching in India at 
the time.  Jesus Christ himself descended 
upon her death and carried her soul into 
heaven.
The faithful took her body and laid it in a tomb near the Garden of Gethsemane, at 
her request.  Three days after her death, Thomas arrived in a cloud above her 
tomb, where he saw her body going to heaven.  He asked her, “Where are you 
going, O Holy One?” She then took off her girdle and gave it to him saying, 
“Receive this, my friend,” and disappeared.  Thomas went to his fellow apostles, 
whom he asked to see her grave, so that he could bid her goodbye.  When they 
arrived at the grave, her body was gone, leaving a sweet fragrance.  It is for this 
reason that we bless flowers and herbs in honor of this Blessed Feast of the 
Theotokos.
Eastern theology teaches that the Theotokos has already undergone the bodily 
resurrection, which all will experience at the second coming.  She stands in heaven 
in that glorified state which the other righteous ones will only enjoy after the Last 
Judgment.
This great Feast of the Church celebrates a fundamental teaching of our faith - the 
resurrection of the body.  It is a feast of hope, hope in resurrection and life eternal.  
Like those who gathered around the body of the Virgin Mary, we gather around our 
departed loved ones and commend their souls into the hands of Christ.  As we 
remember those who have reposed in the faith before us and have passed on into 
the communion of the Saints, we prepare ourselves to one day be received into the 
new life of the age to come.  We also affirm through this Feast that the Theotokos 
intercedes for us.  Through Christ she has become the mother of all of the children 
of God, embracing us with divine love.

The Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos
August	15th



Annunciation’s 2025 Raffle
Sunday, December 14th
Grand Prize: $5,000

Early Bird Drawings
Sundays, October 5th & November 16th

Make sure to pick up your tickets from the narthex and get them back so you 
don’t miss out on any of the drawings!  Each ticket has three chances to WIN, 

if returned by October 5th.

91st Annual Pilgrimage
In honor of

Our Lady of Perpetural Help

Sat	&	Sun,	Aug	30th	&	31st

Mount Saint Macrina
Uniontown, PA

www.sistersofstbasil.org

in 1935, Pope Pius XI gifted the Sisters with a 
beautiful icon of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
requesting that they spread devotion to the 
Theotokos under that title.  The Pilgrimage is 
the oldest and largest Byzantine Catholic 
Pilgrimage in the United States.  The Sisters 
welcome all people of faith to share in this 
special ministry and in its many blessings.


