




RSVP to Raychel Techman at 
708-401-8622 or
rtechman@franciscancommunities.org

Sunday, 
January 11th

Doors open at 2:30PM
Bingo begins at 3:00PM

Cost
$5

Marian Village
15624 Marian Dr - Homer Glen, IL

Donations to the Bishop’s 
Stewardship Appeal help to support 
the activities of parishes, outreaches, 
missions, and eparchial events.  

The goal for this stewardship drive is 
to increase the number of participants 
giving to the fund. The Bishop is 
therefore suggesting a one-time 
donation of $175 per household.  



The Church seldom starts us on a path without providing some preliminary orientation and preparation; and the 
Great Fast is no exception.  The four weeks leading up to the Fast remind us of our need for a “Lenten springtime,” 
and of the spiritual pitfalls that can divert us from our goal of communion with God.
Sunday of Zacchaeus - On this Sunday, we hear of the tax-collector, Zacchaeus, his ardent desire to see Jesus, 
and how this desire was fulfilled beyond his expectation. (Jan 18)
Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee - We are reminded of the dangers of hypocrisy and the need for thru 
humility in order to come close to God. (Jan 25)
Sunday of the Prodigal Son - We are shown a story of repentance and acceptance.  The Prodigal Son is an 
image of each of us, as we “remember ourselves” and resolve to break with our sins, return from exile, and start a 
new life. (Feb 1)
Sunday of the Last Judgement - At the Divine Liturgy, we hear the Gospel account of the second coming of the 
Lord in glory, and of the final judgement.   To begin the preparation for the rigors of the Fast, the Church’s 
traditional fasting rules call on the faithful to fast from flesh-meats for the final week before the Fast.  That is why 
this day is also called Meatfare Sunday. (Feb 8)
Finally, on Cheesefare Sunday, we have come ot the very brink of the fast.  At the Divine Liturgy, our Lord’s words 
in the Gospel speak of forgiveness: “If you forgive men their trespasses, then your heavenly Father will forgive you.”  
For this reason, this day is also called Forgiveness Sunday.  The service of Vespers on this day is especially 
solemn, and also followed by a ceremony of mutual forgiveness between priest and people. (Feb 15)

Preparation for the Great Fast

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s 
Theophany on January 6th, we consecrate 
water which is used to sanctify the homes of 
all the faithful.  In bringing the blessed water 
to our homes, and sprinkling it in each room, 
we rid our homes of any evil influence, and 
rededicate it to God in a special way.  As we 
were once renewed by the waters of our own 
baptism into Christ, so too our home, and our entire lives, are re-dedicated and 
renewed unto Christ our God each year at this time.

If you are interested in having Fr. Tom bless your house, 
please fill out the House Blessing Form in the Business Office.


