




Donations to the Bishop’s 
Stewardship Appeal help to support 
the activities of parishes, outreaches, 
missions, and eparchial events.  

The goal for this stewardship drive is 
to increase the number of participants 
giving to the fund. The Bishop is 
therefore suggesting a one-time 
donation of $175 per household.  

The Presentation of the Lord is celebrated on 
February 2nd by both Catholics and Orthodox.  In the 
East it is called the Meeting of the Lord because of 
Jesus’ coming to meet his people Israel in the 
persons of Anna and Simeon.  It celebrates the end 
of the time required by the Law for Mary’s purification 
and Jesus’ presentation into the temple, so it comes 
40 days after Christmas.  In the Old Testament, God 
demands, “Consecrate to me all the first-born; 
whatever is the first to open the womb among the 
people of Israel…is mine” (Exodus 13:2). 

The Meeting of Our Lord 
with Simeon and Anna

We see in this icon the passing from the Old Testament to the New with the Incarnation of 
Jesus.  The temple of the Old Covenant becomes the Church of the New Covenant.  In this 
context, it is no wonder that Jesus seems to have been handed over the altar to Simeon, to 
whom the true Bread of Life and not the manna from the desert is given.  We do not see in this 
icon that Jesus needed to come to be presented but to usher in the New Covenant and the 
true and perfect worship of God.  He came not be purified but to purify those present - Simeon, 
Joseph, Anna, and us.

Explanation of Vespers only this evening for the 
Feast of the Encounter of Our Lord

In the Bzyzantine Catholic tradition the complete rhythm of prayer for Sundays 
and Feast days is as follows: Vespers on the evening before the feast, Matins 

in the morning followed by Divine Liturgy.  Although attending Liturgy is the 
maximum way of observing our obligation on a Feast or Sunday, this can also 

be done by attending the Vespers and/or Matins of the Feast.

Please remember the Adamowski family in your prayers after the 
passing of Richard Adamowski.  His funeral will be held this week.

Eternal Memory
Vicnaja Pamjut



Mary’s Helpers 
Announces New Ministry

Under the patrionage of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, Mary’s Helpers will meet quarterly to pray  
for the sick of our parish.  These quarterly 
meetings will take place on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 11:00AM and will be 
followed by a light lunch.  Anyone is welcome to 
join in this prayer meeting.  

Wednesday, Feb 11
11:00AM

Jesus Christ our Hope
A catechetical study

Sunday, February 15th
Feb - The Liturgical Year & 

The Christian Meaning of Time

2026 Eparchial Assembly
Columbus,OH

October 17th - 19th, 2026

SAVE THE DATE


