




Donations to the Bishop’s 
Stewardship Appeal help to support 
the activities of parishes, outreaches, 
missions, and eparchial events.  

The goal for this stewardship drive is 
to increase the number of participants 
giving to the fund. The Bishop is 
therefore suggesting a one-time 
donation of $175 per household.  

Annunciation Parish 
Visioning Luncheon
Sunday, March 15th

Orland	Chateau	-	14500	LaGrange	Rd,	Orland	Park,	IL

Looking	toward	the	future	and	setting	a	vision	for	the	next	
25	years	of	growth	as	a	faith-filled	community	of	true	belivers

Use	the	signup	sheet	in	the	Narthex	or	call	the	parish	office	to	register

Chocolate Cross Sale
The teens will again be selling Byzantine Chocolate Crosses for 
Pascha.  The crosses will be available in Milk and Dark chocolate.  
Please see the sign up sheet in the narthex to 
place your order. 
        Crosses will be available starting on Palm Sunday

Pascha Bread Sale Returns!
We will once again be taking orders for our special Pascha Bread.  This bread recipe 
is slightly different from the bread we sold several years ago under the Pawchak 
family.  All loaves of this sweet dense bread will be decorated and ready for pickup 
on Good Friday.  We will only be making a limited number of loaves, so sign up 
early before they are all accounted for.  See order form in the Narthex.

Cost: $30 (limit 2 per household)



On this the Third Sunday of the Great Fast, we 
observe the Veneration of the Precious and Life-
giving Cross and for this reason: Inasmuch as in 
the forty days of fasting we in a way crucify 
ourselves and become bitter, despondent, and 
failing, the Life-giving Cross is presented to us for 
spiritual refreshment and assurance, for 
remembrance of our Lord’s Passion and for 
comfort.  Like those who are following a long and 
tedious path are tired, see a beautiful tree with 
many leaves, they would sit in its shade and rest 
for a while and then, as if rejuvenated, they will 
continue their journey.  Likewise, today, in the 
time of fasting and difficult journey and effort, the Life-giving Cross was planted in its 
midst by the Holy Fathers of the Church to give rest and spiritual refreshment, to make 
us light and courageous for the remaining task.
Christ comforts us who are, as it were, in a desert until He will lead us up to the 
spiritual Jerusalem by His Resurrection.  Just as the Precious Cross, which is also 
called the Tree of Life, was planted in the middle of Paradise, so our Holy Fathers 
planted the Cross in the middle of holy and Great Lent, as a sacred reminder of both 
Adam’s bliss and how he was deprived of it.  Remembering also that by partaking of 
this Tree of Life, the Precious and Life-giving Cross, we no longer die but are kept 
alive.
Jesus extends His invitation to us once again to “deny ourselves, take up our cross 
and follow Him.”  Our Church gives us this Third Sunday of Lent - Mid-point to 
Golgotha - to pause with Jesus, to refresh ourselves spiritually, to assess our Lenten 
journey and to continue with greater determination.  But the initiative is still ours.  
There is no way into spring but that we endure the rigors of winter.  There is no way 
we can arrive to Easter Sunday if we do not live the agonies of all our Good Fridays.  
There is no way we can achieve eternal life with God unless we deny ourselves utterly 
and totally in Christ.  This we do when we endure and sustain our own personal 
crosses and follow Him.

		Lunch	and	a	Movie
			
This	intense	psychological	thriller	has	a	lot	to	say	about	
questions	of	right	and	wrong,	faith	against	reason,	
euthanasia	and	abortion,	sin,	freedom,	and	even	the	
question	of	the	existence	of	good	and	evil.		

Join	us	for	this	special	matinee	viewing	where	we	will	
unpack	this	gripping	and	educational	film	that	is	ideal	
for	the	lenten	season.
Lunch	and	movie	will	take	place	in	the	downstairs	activity	
room.		This	is	a	great	teen	and	young	adult	activity.

							Saturday,	March	21	-	Noon

The Sunday of the Veneration 
of the Holy Cross

Third Sunday of Great Lent

8:45AM - Depart from Annunciation
10:00AM - St Therese Chinese Catholic Church
11:00AM - Lunch at Manny’s Delicatessen
12:30PM - Monastery fo the Holy Cross

Prayer of Sext
1:30PM - St Barbara Catholic Church
3:00PM - Return to Annunciation

Tour Cost is $35 
(lunch will be on your own)
Transportation for this trip will be provided via 
the parish bus.  Please see the sign-up sheet
in the Narthex.

Chicago Churches Tour 
Tuesday, March 24th


