




The Myrrh-Bearers
Adventure Hunt
Sunday, April 19th
Following Divine Liturgy
See the sign-up 
sheet in the 
Narthex
Ages 12 and under Sponsored by 

the GCU 

Jesus Christ our Hope
A catechetical study
Sunday, April 19th

The Virgin Mary as Icon of Hope

Next Sunday we will have a combined postponed Thomas Sunday Celebration & Family 
Catechesis event which is an opportunity for adults and children to grow in their faith as 
one community.  We will begin with a Potluck lunch following Liturgy.  Please note GCU 
will also be hosting their annual egg hunt for the children during this time.  After lunch 
both adults and children will have a reflection on this month’s theme - The Virgin Mary as 
Icon of Hope - where Theo & Aida McManigal will unpack the secrets found in the image 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
All are welcome to attend these sessions, we do ask that attendees try to bring something 
to share with the community, even if it is something small, or volunteer to help clean up 
after the class.

Donations to the Bishop’s 
Stewardship Appeal help to support 
the activities of parishes, outreaches, 
missions, and eparchial events.  

The goal for this stewardship drive is 
to increase the number of participants 
giving to the fund. The Bishop is 
therefore suggesting a one-time 
donation of $175 per household.  

A Thomas Sunday Celebration

There is still time to make a Stewardship Appeal Donation



Jesus understood the concerns of St. Thomas, it is very difficult to 
believe in something that is intangible.  As mankind exists in a 
physical realm, man requires that there be a sensual validation of 
reality; members of mankind must be able to see, touch, smell, taste 
or hear that which they are asked to accept with certainty. Christ 
also knew that there are aspects of the reality created by God which 
lack corporeality; areas of life in which physical senses are either 
unreliable or useless.  The actuality of these aspects of existence 
must be accepted within the constraints of the revelation of God, 
which, to many, are nothing more than an assemblage of abstract 
concepts that may or may not have a tenuous thread of sensual 
origins.  Beliefs can be problematic for some since they rely on 
nothing more than a confident “feeling” or impression concerning  
the person or idea in question.  That expression of unswerving 
confidence is faith.

Christ offered proof to St. Thomas of His physical presence and in 
the expanded reality that He had come to witness.  He stood before 
the Holy Apostle and allowed him to examine His wounds in order to solidify his faith, but Christ also 
offered a gentle reproach to St Thomas and proclaimed the additional Beatitude:  Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet believe.

We as Eastern Christians, are challenged by God to believe without seeing.  We are called to expand 
our consciousness and our intellect to realize that what we see isn’t answer to the question “Is that all 
that there is?”  Christ came into this world to demonstrate this very fact; the Son of God condescended 
to take human form and live under the same self-imposed limitations as we live, in order to demonstrate 
a path to salvation in the transcendent realm of Heaven.

Unfortunately, many of us show the dispositions initially exhibited by St. Thomas.  We demand proof 
before we express our faith.  We attempt qualifying our relationship with God in terms of a variety of 
temporal concerns; we attempt to redefine God in our own image instead of accepting that we were 
created in the “Image and Likeness of God.”

To begin the process of accepting the fullness of created reality, each of us must acknowledge that we 
have a distorted relationship with God which have caused us to disastrously separate ourselves from 
our fellow mankind and from God.  It is the effect of this separation that have led us into sin.  
Accordingly, we must also acknowledge that it is sin that is the cause of evil and all the problems 
present in our world.  We must then approach our Lord, God and Savior, through the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and confess our misconceptions regarding our actualized reality and of God and confess 
our transgressions against one another and God so that we can pray for forgiveness.  In this way we will 
reestablish our fidelity with God and with our fellow mankind and in return receive the undeserved 
Divine Grace that we need for our Salvation and Eternal Life.

An excerpt from Rev Michael Danczak essay on “The Sunday of St Thomas”

The Sunday of St. Thomas

YouTube - fatherthomasjloya5297

Fr Tom’s daily videos are now being posted to 
YouTube and Instagram, as well as on our Facebook 
page!  Please follow us on both of these pages as 
well as on Facebook if you do not already do so.

Instagram - annunciationbyzantinecatholic


