




The POD is now available for donations.  Please no adult 
clothes, furniture, and only three boxes of books per family.  

For more information please contact: 
Aida McManigal - 773-885-3717

The liturgy describes this tragic end of the Forerunner.  St. 
John Damascene in his sticheras tells in brief the story of the 
feast: “As the birthday of the impudent Herod was being kept, 
the object of the dissolute dancer’s oath was achieved: first, 
the head of the Forerunner was cut off and offered on a 
platter as food for those reclining.  What a loathsome 
banquet, replete with wickedness and horrible murder!”
According to a creditable tradition, the body of St. John was 
buried by his disciples in Samaria, outside the borders of 
Herod’s tetrarchy and under the jurisdiction of the Roman governor.  In 362 A.D., 
pagans desecrated the grave and burned his remains.  Only a small portion of his 
relics was saved by monks and carried to Alexandria, where St. Athanasius deposited 
the remains in his church.  The saint’s head, however, is venerated at various places.
With regard to the head, in fact, there are two quite different accounts.  According to 
the one, given by Sozomen, it is said to have been found in Jerusalem in the 
possession of monks belonging to a Macedonian sect.  They guarded the holy relic 
until the reign of Theodosius, (379-395) who brought it to Hebdomen, a suburb of 
Constantinople, where he ordered a church to be erected in honor of the saint.  The 
paschal chronicle makes mention of this translation of the relic in 391 A.D.  According 
to another tradition of which Rufinus speaks in his Ecclesiastical History, the head 
was brought from Machaerus to Jerusalem and there buried.  In the time of 
Constantine, it was taken to Emesa and hidden in a cave.  Here it was discovered by 
a priest named Marcellus, the superior of a local monastery, who was acting in a 
response to a series of dreams.  Marcellus informed Bishop Uranius of Emesa of his 
discovery and the bishop solemnly removed the relic on February 24, 452 A.D., and 
placed it in his cathedral.  There are actually three separate findings of the head of St. 
John recorded in various traditions and each of these is commemorated in the 
Byzantine rite by a special holy day.  These precious relics were lost more times.  
Apart from the Mother of God, there is no saint who is honored by more feasts than 
St. John the Baptist.

Red vestments are worn on August 29th, in honor of this feast day.  By 
tradition, a strict fast is observed.  Local traditions also include such practices 

as not eating food from a plate or anything in the form of a head, such as 
cabbage, lettuce, apples, etc.

The Beheading of the Holy Prophet, 
Forerunner and Baptist John
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