




LIFE CHAIN is an annual, nationwide, 
peaceful, prayerful hour of silence on public 
sidewalks supporting the dignity of and right to 
life.  Many thousands of churches participate 
each year in this annual event of prayer and 
witness to the sanctity of unborn life.

Sunday, October 4

2:00pm - 3:30pm

Tinley / Orland Park

Our spot is on the North side of 159th St 

by Home Depot, west of the stop light 

The Exultation of the Cross, celebrated on September 14th, 
commemorates the finding of Christ’s Cross by Saint 
Helen, the mother of the Emperor Constantine in the 4th 
century; and, after it was taken by the Persians, of its 
recovery by the Emperor Heraclius in the seventh century 
at which time it was “elevated” in the Church of the 
Resurrection in Jerusalem.  From this latter event the 
“universal elevation” of the Cross was celebrated annually 
in all of the churches of the Christian Empire.
The day of the Exultation of the Cross became, as it were, 
the national holiday of the Eastern Christian Empire similar 
to the Fourth of July in the United States.  The Cross, the 
official emblem of the Empire which was placed on all 
public buildings and uniforms, was officially elevated on this 
day by the bishops and priests.  They blessed the four 
directions of the universe with the Cross, while the faithful repeated the chanting of “Lord have 
mercy.”  This ritual is still done in the churches today after the solemn presentation and 
elevation of the Cross at the end of the Vigil service of the holy day following the Great 
Doxology of Matins.
The troparion of the feast which was, one might say, the “national anthem” sung on all public 
occasions in the Christian Empires of Byzantium and Russia, originally petitioned God to save 
the people, to grant victory in war and to preserve the empire “by the virtue of the Cross.”  
Today the troparion, and all the hymns of the day, are “spiritualized” as the “adversaries” 
become the spiritually wicked and sinful including the devil and his armies, and “Church” 
replaces the names of ruling officials of the Empire.
The holy day of the Exultation of the Cross, although it has an obviously “political” origin, has a 
place of great significance in the Church today.  It remains with us as a day of fasting and 
prayer, a day when we recall that the Cross is the only sign worthy of our total allegiance, and 
that our salvation comes not by “victories” of any earthly sort but by the only true and lasting 
victory of the crucifixion of Christ and our co-crucifixion with him.
When we elevate the Cross and bow down before it in veneration and worship to God, we 
proclaim that we belong to the Kingdom “not of this world,” and that our only true and enduring 
citizenship is with the saints in the “city of God.”
Thus, at the Exultation of the Cross the Christians make their official rededication to the 
crucified Lord and pledge their undivided allegiance to Him by the adoration of His holy feet 
nailed to the life-creating Cross.  This is the meaning of this holy day of fasting and repentance 
in the Church today.

Exaltation of the Cross 
 September 14th



Join Mary’s Helpers on their next outing:

The	Shrine	of	Christ’s	Passion
Wednesday, Sept 16, 2026

All are welcome on this trip to visit the Shrine of Christ’s Passion in St John, IN.  We will 
leave church at 9AM, visit the shrine and then stop for lunch at Teibel’s before returning 

to church.  The cost of the tram at the shrine is $10.  Lunch cost is on your own.

Grand Raffle Update
1st Early Bird Drawing - Sunday, October 11th

2nd Early Bird Drawing - Sunday, November 15th

Grand Drawing - Sunday, December 13th
Countdown - 92 Days

Grand Prize - $5,000
RAFFLE TICKET SALES UPDATE

Keep up the good efforts…
Dont’ stop now!

# of Tickets Amount

Goal 350 $35,000

Sold (140) (14,000)

%

100%

40.00%

Unsold 210 $21,000 60.00%

NEED MORE TICKETS?…SEE ROBERT PALASZ

“TICKET WARRIORS” - Parishioners who have already SOLD tickets

Steve & Roberta Bieniek, Mary Cimbalista, Dennis & Gerry Davis, Dennis Dombrowski, Gary & 
Sharon Dorencz, Steven & Angelica Eichstaedt, Linda Gaydos, Anne Gazzolo, Bill Gulas, George & 
Kim Gulas, Maria Gulas, Bob & Sheila Horne, Mary Ann Horne, Bill & Susan Izquierdo, Laura Kizior, 
Jeremy & Michele Lewis, Constance Malinowski, Patrick & Teri Manaher, Thomas Mega, John 
Meseke, Maria Meseke, Dennis & Cynthia Mrowca, Cecelia Okonski, Richard Palasz, Robert & Jean 
Palasz, Sonny Pawchak, Betty Pawlowski, Georgia Peceniak, Frank & Kathy Reinhardt, Daniel 
Snaidauf, Matthew & Abbie Sheedy, Michael Sheedy, Justin & Suzanne Stawychny, Mike Triggs, Bill & 
Nancy Withers, Daryl & Mary Jean Wuske

A BIG thank you to everyone 
who help with the sale, from 
set-up to day of sales to take 

down.  All of your help is much 
appreciated.


